Journey of Hope Conference
Dave/Jan Dravecky


We ask, “Where does God fit into the story of my life?” When the real question is, “Where does my little life fall into the great story of God’s mission?”         Christopher J. H. Wright
	
“For everything that was written in the past was written to 
teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”     
Romans 15:4

Our Story

Our Journey through suffering began when at age 32, at the height of Dave’s baseball career; he was diagnosed with cancer in his pitching arm.

The tumor was removed along with 50% of his deltoid muscle and he was told that outside of a miracle he would never pitch again.

Ten months later, he stood on the mound in Candlestick Park and beat the Cincinnati Reds 5-4.  We witnessed a miracle.

Five days later he was pitching against the Montreal Expos when in the 6th inning he reared back to throw a pitch and his arm snapped in half.

“Gut-wrenching questions honor God.  Despair directed at God is a way of encountering Him, opening ourselves up to the One and Only Someone who can actually do something about our plight.  And when, with our questions, we either collide with the Almighty or merely bump up against Him, we can never be the same.  We never are when we experience God.”

· King David Example

· “How long O Lord?  Will you forget me forever?  How long will you hide your face from me?”               			Psalm 13:1

· “My God my God, Why have you forsaken me?  Why are you so far from the words of my groaning?”                                                                         				Psalm 22:1

· This encouraged me to ask the questions and to hunt for the truth in the Word of Truth.

·  “It was good for me to be afflicted so that I might learn your decrees.”  Psalm 119:71      

“For everything that was written in the past was written to teach us, so that through endurance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.”     Romans 15:4                         

· The Scripture validated our pain and experience and brought us comfort.                                                                  	King David Example for depression

· The Scripture encouraged us by telling us that suffering is part of the Christian’s life but He will overcome all.

				"I have told you these things, so that in me you may 					have 	peace. In this world you will have trouble. But 				take heart! I have overcome the world."                                            								John 16:33

				“And the God of all grace, who called you to his 					eternal glory in Christ, after you have suffered a 					little while, will himself restore you and make you 					strong, firm and steadfast.   1 Peter 5:10
· The Scripture brought us hope.

				“Therefore we do not lose heart. Though outwardly 					we are wasting away, yet inwardly we are being 					renewed day by day. For our light and momentary 					troubles are achieving for us an eternal glory that 					far outweighs them all. So we fix our eyes not on 					what is seen, but on what is unseen. For what is 					seen is temporary, but what is unseen is eternal.”   									2 Corinthians 4:16-18

· Our Call – Everyone’s call II Corinthians 1:3-6

“Praise be to the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of compassion and the God of all comfort, who comforts us in all our troubles, so that we can comfort those in any trouble with the comfort we ourselves have received from God. For just as the sufferings of Christ flow over into our lives, so also through Christ our comfort overflows. If we are distressed, it is for your comfort and salvation; if we are comforted, it is for your comfort, which produces in you patient endurance of the same sufferings we suffer.”

· Ministry came out of our weaknesses not our strengths
· II Corinthians 12:7-12

· “To keep me from becoming conceited because of these surpassingly great revelations, there was given me a thorn in my flesh, a messenger of Satan, to torment me.  Three times I pleaded with the Lord to take it away from me but He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for my power is made perfect in weakness.”  Therefore I boast all the more gladly about my weaknesses so that Christ’s power may rest on me.  That is why, for Christ’s sake, I delight in weaknesses, in insults, in hardships, in persecutions, in difficulties.  For when I am weak, then I am strong.”

· “I came to see that it was in my brokenness, in my powerlessness, in my weakness that Jesus was made strong.  It was in the acceptance of my lack of faith that God could give me faith.  It was in the embracing of my brokenness that I could identify with others’ brokenness.  It was my role to identify with others’ pain, not relieve it.  Ministry was sharing, not dominating; understanding, not theologizing; caring, not fixing.”  
Michael Yaconelli


· How then do we encourage and love?

· Endurance

· Set boundaries – Boulders and Knapsacks

· Listen – Job encouragers

· Weep with those who weep – Romans 12

				There is much to grieve – allow them to grieve.
				The only way to heal is to go through the pain.

· Share your own story of struggles – validate their pain.

				Lets them know they are not alone.

· Expect doubt, fear and anger – faith builders.
				
				Don’t expect them to suffer pretty.
				98% of all cancer patients experience depression.

· Extend Mercy and Grace

				“Mercy triumphs over judgment”
				Don’t judge – provide a safe place
				Extend acceptance and compassion.

· Love them 

			“Dear Children, let us not love with words or in tongue 				but with actions and in truth.”  1 John 3:18

				Love one another by being there.

				Love one another in prayer.

				Love one another through acts of kindness.
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